
"FOR BRAZILIAN 
SOVEREIGNTY AND 
SOLIDARITY WITH 
ITS PEOPLE”


We, the undersigned parliamentarians and members of the Panamerican 
Congress, address the peoples and parliaments of the Americas ahead of 
the second round of Brazil’s presidential election, to be held on 25 
October.

We raise our voices against the growing foreign interference and the 
unlawful use of coercive measures that threaten the sovereign right of the 
Brazilian people to determine their own future freely. Many of us have 
confronted these same practices in our own countries: intimidation, 
blackmail and coercion intended to distort the popular will, influence 
democratic processes and subordinate the sovereign decisions of our 
peoples to foreign interests. We know that these threats are not isolated 
incidents. They are manifestations of an explicit policy of intervention 
linked to a renewed interpretation of the Monroe Doctrine—one that seeks 
to reassert United States primacy in the hemisphere and influence the 
political, economic and strategic direction of our nations. Decisions that 
belong solely to the people at the ballot box are being subjected to 
pressure from abroad.

In July 2025, the Trump administration imposed tariffs of up to 50 per cent 
on Brazilian products, citing, among other grounds, the judicial 
proceedings against Jair Bolsonaro. In February 2026, the United States 
Supreme Court ruled that the law invoked by the administration did not 
authorise the President to impose those measures. The Trump 
administration subsequently pursued a different legal route and, in July 
2026, introduced a new 25 per cent tariff, citing Brazil’s Pix payment 
system and its regulation of digital platforms among its stated grounds. 
Article 20 of the Charter of the Organization of American States prohibits 
any state from using coercive measures of an economic character to force 
the sovereign will of another state. The burden of these unilateral 
measures falls directly upon Brazilian workers, producers and families who 
have no part in the underlying political dispute. In practice, they amount to 
a form of collective punishment against the people of Brazil.




Major digital platforms based in the United States have themselves 
become actors in the electoral campaign. On 23 September, ten days 
before the first round, Meta disabled the advertising account of Luiz Inácio 
Lula da Silva’s campaign without specifying which rule had allegedly been 
breached. The organisation CTRL+Z documented more than 1,100 cases 
involving the suspension, restriction or reduced reach of accounts and 
profiles supportive of Lula’s candidacy across Facebook, Instagram and 
WhatsApp. Meta attributed these incidents to “technical failures” and 
denied any intention to favour a candidate or political actor. Nevertheless, 
the matter is deeply concerning: a small number of foreign corporations 
exercise enormous power over what can circulate within Brazil’s public 
debate, while the United States government uses tariffs as an instrument 
of pressure against Brazil’s efforts to regulate those same companies.

In July 2025, the Trump administration imposed sanctions and revoked the 
visas of Brazilian judges and senior officials in response to the judicial 
proceedings against Jair Bolsonaro. In July 2026, Brazil denied entry to 
two senior officials from the United States Department of State who, 
according to reports in the US press, intended to meet critics of Brazil’s 
electoral system and prepare a report on the country’s electronic voting 
machines—the same system that Bolsonaro’s political movement sought 
to discredit in 2022. US Secretary of State Marco Rubio responded by 
revoking the diplomatic visa of Brazil’s ambassador to Washington. On 2 
October, two days before the first round, the United States closed its 
embassy and consulates in Brazil on stated security grounds and 
reopened them the day after the vote.

Behind these actions lies a political relationship that has been built and 
cultivated over many years. In 2024, Eduardo Bolsonaro followed the 
counting of the United States presidential election alongside Donald 
Trump at Mar-a-Lago. In May 2026, Trump received Flávio Bolsonaro in 
Washington in a meeting that did not appear on the President’s official 
schedule. Only weeks later, Washington imposed a new tariff on Brazilian 
goods.

The growing interest in shaping Brazil’s political future is not accidental. 
Brazil occupies a central position in the global geopolitical contest. Its 
extraordinary wealth of strategic natural resources—including significant 
reserves of rare earth elements and other critical minerals, vast freshwater 
resources, energy reserves and exceptional biodiversity—combined with 
its industrial capacity and its economic and political influence, makes 
Brazil a decisive actor in Latin America’s future and in the emergence of a 
new international order. Eduardo Bolsonaro himself declared in August 
2025 that, if necessary, they were prepared to “sacrifice everything and 
burn the entire forest.”




These efforts also seek to defeat a project of social justice that, over the 
past four years, has served sectors of the population historically excluded 
from national life and begun rebuilding a social fabric severely damaged by 
the 2016 parliamentary coup and its consequences. Under President Lula, 
more than 40 million people overcame food insecurity, and Brazil once 
again succeeded in leaving the United Nations Hunger Map.

What is happening in Brazil today has already been experienced elsewhere 
in our region. In Argentina, Washington offered a financial rescue package 
while warning that it would cease to be “generous” if the governing 
coalition lost the election. In Honduras, Trump threatened to reassess 
United States assistance if his preferred candidate did not prevail and, in 
the midst of the campaign, pardoned former president Juan Orlando 
Hernández, who had been convicted of drug-trafficking offences. In 
Colombia, he tied the future of bilateral relations to the victory of the 
candidate he supported.

In light of these developments, we, the undersigned, call upon 
parliamentarians, political parties, trade unions and social movements 
throughout our hemisphere and across the world to speak out in defence 
of Brazil’s sovereignty and the inalienable right of its people to determine 
their future freely. We call on all democratic forces to remain vigilant, to 
expose and condemn any attempt at external interference before, during 
or after 25 October, and to demand full and unconditional respect for the 
will of the Brazilian people as expressed at the ballot box. Tomorrow may 
be too late.

Brazil is not the backyard of any foreign power. Brazil’s future belongs to 
its people—and to no one else.
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